TOK questions for Snakes and Ladders
Questions taken from:
a) http://philosophy.hku.hk
b) http://operationmeditation.com

Instructions:
• Work in teams of 3.
• Each member will receive 3 coins.
• Roll the dice to decide the order of turns. Student with the highest
number wins.
• The person to the write will ask a question to the person who rolls the
die. [any of the questions below]
• In the case that a person falls on a cell with a snake head s/he may want
to use a coin if s/he does not want to be dragged down. If a coin is used,
student will be asked a question. If student decides not to use a coin, s/he
will go to the end of the snake, and no question will be asked.
• In case that a student lands at the bottom of a ladder, s/he will go to the
end of the ladder.
• If a student has lost a coin, s/he can recover it when s/he lands at the
bottom of a ladder, goes to the top, and answers two questions.
• The winner will be the student who arrives at the end with the most
coins.
• Answers to all questions must be accompanied by a justification,
explanation, and/or examples.
1. Is it worse to fail at something or never attempt it in the first place?
2. If you could choose just one thing to change about the world, what would
it be?
3. To what extent do you shape your own destiny, and how much is down to
fate?
4. Does nature shape our personalities more than nurture?
5. Should people care more about doing the right thing, or doing things
right?
6. What one piece of advice would you offer to a newborn infant?
7. Where is the line between insanity and creativity?
8. What is true happiness?
9. What things hold you back from doing the things that you really want to?
10. What makes you, you?
11. What is the truth?
12. What is reality?
13. Do you make your own decisions, or let others make them for you?
14. What makes a good friend?
15. Why do people fear losing things that they do not even have yet?
16. Who defines good and evil?
17. What is the difference between living and being alive?
18. Is a “wrong” act okay if nobody ever knows about it?
19. Who decides what morality is?

20. How do you know that your experience of consciousness is the same as
other people’s experience of consciousness?
21. What is true strength?
22. What is true love?
23. Is a family still relevant in the modern world?
24. What role does honour play in today’s society?
25. If money cannot buy happiness, can you ever be truly happy with no
money?
26. How do you know your perceptions are real?
27. How much control do you have over your life?
28. What is freedom?
29. Isn’t one person’s terrorist another person’s freedom fighter?
30. What happens after we die?
31. What defines you?
32. What do people strive for after enlightenment?
33. Do we have a soul?
34. What is intelligence?
35. How should people live their lives?
36. If lying is wrong, are white lies okay?
37. Is trust more important than love?
38. Is it easier to love or be loved?
39. Is it better to love and lose or never to love?
40. Do aliens exist?
41. The structure of DNA appears to be intelligently designed, what are the
implications?
42. Is the mind the same as the brain, or do we have souls?
43. Can computers think, or fall in love?
44. Can computers be creative?
45. What is consciousness?
46. Can we really know what it feels like to be a bat?
47. When you have a toothache, is the pain in your mouth or in your brain?
48. What is an emotion?
49. Is love just a feeling?
50. How is love different from passion or sexual desire?
51. Are emotions irrational?
52. Which would you rather be - an unhappy human being or a happy dog?
53. What is the meaning of life?
54. Is happiness the most important purpose in life?
55. Is it always better to have more choices?
56. Does freewill really exist?
57. If there is no freewill, should we punish people at all?
58. If God knows what you will do tomorrow, do you still have freewill?
59. Does God exist?
60. If God exists, why is there so much evil in the world?
61. Can God create a stone so heavy that he cannot lift?
62. Can there be two almighty Gods?
63. Can there be morality without God?
64. Is morality relative?
65. Is it objectively wrong to torture innocent babies just for fun?

66. Is abortion ever permissible?
67. Is it wrong to have children, if you don't know whether they want to be
born?
68. What is wrong with incest?
69. What is friendship and why do we need it?
70. What is art?
71. Is there progress in art?
72. Can food be art?
73. Is it wrong to spend money on expensive food when people are dying of
hunger?
74. If someone is drowning and you refuse to help, are you responsible for his
death?
75. Why do we punish people?
76. Is it alright to torture terrorists to extract information?
77. When is it ok, if ever, to disobey the law?
78. Is it the main purpose of law to promote morality?
79. Should governments penalize people for unhealthy lifestyles?
80. Why ban drugs and not alcohol or trans-fat?
81. Should prostitution be made legal?
82. Is there such a thing as sexual perversion?
83. What is wrong with having sex with animals?
84. How much freedom should people have?
85. Are people free to sell themselves into slavery?
86. Why think there are universal human rights?
87. Is democracy the same as decision by the majority?
88. Should people who pay more taxes get more votes?
89. Is democracy suitable for all countries?
90. When should governments intervene in the market?
91. Is there a difference between free trade and fair trade?
92. What is wrong, if anything, about protectionism?
93. Is patriotism irrational?
94. Can wars ever be just?
95. Should people have the right to live in any country they wish?
96. Is the preservation of culture a good reason to limit immigration?
97. Is race a biological category or a social construct?
98. Are you the same person you were ten years ago?
99. What is a person? Is it the mind, or the body?
100.
Do we think with language or pictures?
101.
Why do we dream?
102.
Can animals reason?
103.
What about fish, oysters and tomatoes?
104.
Do animals have rights?
105.
If we eat chickens, why not dogs, dolphins, or babies?
106.
If super-intelligent aliens want to eat humans, are they wrong?
107.
If meat can be grown using stem cells, is there any reason not to
eat meat?
108.
Should we let people commit suicide when they are terminally ill?
109.
Should we kill coma patients on life support to provide more
resources to others?

110.
Should organ donation be made compulsory?
111.
Should organ donors be financially compensated?
112.
Is it wrong to grow brain dead babies to harvest their organs?
113.
Why should we respect the dead?
114.
Should we fear death?
115.
Is life meaningless if we can live forever?
116.
What are numbers and do they really exist?
117.
Does Sherlock Holmes exist?
118.
Why is there something rather than nothing?
119.
What is time?
120.
Does time flow? How fast does it flow?
121.
Can something be at two places at the same time?
122.
Is time travel possible?
123.
If you can travel back in time, can you kill your earlier self?
124.
If you go back in time and teach young Einstein relativity theory,
where does the idea come from?
125.
Are there parallel universes?
126.
Does every event have a cause?
127.
"This sentence is false." Is it true or false?
128.
"It will rain a week later." Is it true or false or neither?
129.
Is truth relative, or a matter of opinion?
130.
How do you know you are not dreaming right now?
131.
If we live in a computer simulation, does it make a difference to the
meaning of life?
132.
Would you choose to live in a computer simulation if it will make
you a lot happier?
133.
Can we be certain of anything?
134.
What is science?
135.
Why is mathematics so important in science?
136.
Is mathematics the same as logic?
137.
Why believe in electrons and blackholes if we can't see them?
138.
Can there be two different theories of the world, both true and
complete?
139.
How should we distinguish between good and bad scientific
theories?
140.
Is science compatible with religion?
141.
Is there progress in philosophy?
142.
What is philosophy anyway?

