
	
IB DP English B HL Literature Component / TOK Exercise 

Notes of “Story of your life” by Ted Chiang 
 
Tasks to prepare for Monday 

• Investigate the Sapir-Whorf theory. 
• Investigate Hockett's Language Design Features. 
• Why is Sanskrit said to be the mother of many languages? 

 
Be prepared to discuss these questions 
 

1. Who narrates “Story of your life”? 
2. When does the narration begin? 
3. To whom is the story being narrated? 
4. Why can we say that the story involves ‘remembering the past’ and ‘remembering the future’? 
5. What can you say about the knowledge that the main characters used (Dr. Louise Banks and 

Dr. Gary Donnelly)? What did the combination of their expertise allow them to do? 
6. Where in the story did you observe elements related to Ways of Knowing: sense perception, 

intuition, language,  
7. Why could we say that Ted Chiang, the author, used language as a WoK and linguistics / 

sociolinguistics as a part of social sciences as an AoK when writing the story? 
8. Think of connections between the following concepts: letters, words, sounds, sentence, 

structure, meaning, context, and express ideas regarding the conclusions Dr. Louise Banks 
achieved in her interactions with the heptapods. 

9. What did you learn about word and meaning formation in human languages and heptapod 
language? What claims can you make? Consider knowledge from your mother tongue, English, 
Arabic, and older languages like Sanskrit. 

10. Some people say that "Story of Your Life" addresses the subject of free will. Do you agree? 
Why?  

11. Some philosophers claim that we cannot be certain about having or not having free will. Do you 
agree? Why?  

12. What AoK would you use to debate whether free will is simply an illusion? Why or why not. 
13. Do you think that if we knew the future, the questions we could ask about it would be real?    
14. What do we, humans, do when we talk about the future? 
15.  The author mentioned: "If you know what's going to happen, can you keep it from happening? 

What would this do to your relationships, your feelings, what you may learn or not learn?”  What 
would you respond to this? 

16. Would knowing your future be a gift or a curse? 
17.  What could you claim about the Power and Value of Communication? 
18.  What is the role language plays in all AoK? 
19. How does language empower the construction of knowledge? 

 

Some ideas you may want to consider relationships with: 

High Culture Reference: The Greek story of Cassandra, who was given the gift of prophecy, but 
cursed to have nobody believe her. 

Pop Culture Reference: Terminator: The Sarah Conner Chronicles, where the lead character knows 
of an impending apocalypse, which she may or may not be able to stop. 

Pop Culture Reference (Older): Twelve Monkeys, where all the actions of the time-travelling hero are 
already fixed, and can’t change the future. 

If you like science, this may interest you: 
- Feynman formulation of quantum mechanics 
 


