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As an interdisciplinary unit approaches its closure, or once the outcomes have been produced are ready to be assessed, it is 
crucial that teachers meet again and look at each criterion’s strands in order to achieve a consensus on the evidence of learning 
they would be looking for in the outcomes/products. Use the table below as a guide to find the meeting point for effective and valid 
assessment. 
Complete 1 and 2 individually and then meet to achieve a consensus, which should be written in number 3.  

Criterion Unpacking 1. Guiding questions that 
subjects involved need to 
answer 

2. What evidence of 
learning would each 
subject like to see for 
each criterion? 
(Considering what was 
explicitly taught) 

3.The meeting point, 
and what should be 
understood by every 
teacher is… 

A In interdisciplinary units, 
disciplinary understanding 
is explicitly taught and 
assessed. Students must 
understand concepts and 
skills of the selected 
disciplines—as framed in 
subject-group objectives. 
This disciplinary grounding 
provides the foundation for 
interdisciplinary 
understanding. 

What content was explicitly taught? 
Arts 

• Textures  
• Types of materials 
• Employing materials with a 

purpose 
• Employing materials 

appropriate to the senses 
being explored. 

• Reflect on how materials 

provoke sensations  

 
 
Lang Acquisition (English) 

• Understanding the role of 
audiences when writing or 
speaking 

• Sensorial vocabulary 

• Verbs related to movement, 
viewing, sounds and noises 

• Vocabulary for illustration that 
is related to mathematics  

• Vocabulary for illustration that 

Arts 

• An understanding 
of design needs 

• Craftsmanship  
• Outcome 

production  
• Role of materials 

 
 
 
Lang Acquisition 
(English) 

• Remembering and 
accurately using 
the key vocabulary 
in statements and 
questions. 

• Effectively engage 
with the invention 
of Hugo Cabret 
(novel) 

• Effective 

conceptual 

understanding 

Arts and Language 

Acquisition (English): 

• Interacting with 

information/the 

world through the 

senses 

• Comprehend the 

role sense-related 

vocabulary in 

messages 

• Transfer 

• Comprehend the 

relationship 

between materials 

and sensorial 

experiences  

• Connections 

between setting, 

message, 

materials, and 

sensorial 



is related to arts 

• The role of past tenses when 
narrating  

•  
  
 
Which concepts were explicitly 
addressed? 
Arts 

• Audience  
• Expression 
• Interpretation  

 
Lang Acquisition (English) 

• Audience 

• Context  

• Message  

• Point of view  
 
Which understandings were 
explicitly unpacked? 
Arts and Language Acquisition 

(English): 

• Sense perception allows 

individuals to access 

knowledge in different manners 

• Individuals who are not missing 

a sense need to develop 

specific skills to understand 

hearing or visually-impaired 

people 

• Having an understanding of the 

information we receive through 

our senses empowers us to 

recognize different ways of 

conveying messages 

 

application 

(audience, setting, 

conventions, word 

choice) 

 

 

experience  

 



B Through the development 
of holistic learning students 
will integrate knowledge 
from more than one 
discipline in ways that 
inform inquiry into relevant 
ideas, issues and 
challenges. Students 
demonstrate the integration 
of factual, conceptual and 
procedural knowledge from 
more than one discipline in 
order to explain 
phenomena or create 
products. 

How was each teacher (in 
different subjects) integrating 
the learning that was occurring 
in other subjects?  
• audiences use their senses to 

connect with language and deepen 
their appreciation of a text or piece 
of art. 

• Awareness of sensorial language 
helps writers and artists amplify the 
impact of the message they want to 
convey. 

• Visually impaired individuals 
experience message and intention 
(of a text or piece of art) with the 
aids of different tools. 

• Creating a sensorial experience 
includes understanding how 
sensory-impaired people 
experience information. 

 

Arts 

• Working 
independently 
considering the 
plan they had 
made for their 
product  

• Students had a 
strong visual 
component that 
they can explain 
through language  

• A sense of 
improved product   

 
Lang Acquisition 
(English) 

• When students 
used the key 
vocabulary of the 
unit in their work. 

• When students use 
the related 
concepts in the unit 
to elaborate using 
their work 

• A piece of work 
that reflects the 
elements that were 
discussed in class 
(both in written and 
oral form): 
audience, context, 
word choice, 
message  

• Students response 
to concept-related 
questions should 
integrate 
understandings of 

Arts and Language 

Acquisition (English): 

• Level of details in 

students' artwork 

should be more 

elevated 

• Students should be 

able to describe 

their work 

addressing related 

concepts from both 

subjects  

• Students should 

demonstrate depth 

of thought when 

responding to 

questions about 

their product  

• Students should 

demonstrate  

evidence of big 

ideas that emerged 

from the language-

art immersion.  



the ideas 
presented in arts 
and language  

• Understanding 
meaning of 
sensorial 
vocabulary and its 
impact on meaning 
when selecting 
materials to work 
with 

 

C Interdisciplinary learning 
helps to prepare students 
for communicating 
understandings across 
areas of expertise. 
By selecting, integrating or 
innovating communication 
forms and strategies, 
students describe and 
explain the results of their 
inquiries. Students develop 
the capacity to 
communicate effectively 
and responsibly with a 
range of audiences. 

What ideas and understandings 
were students expected to 
communicate? 
Arts 

• The idea of a whole person 
• Being able to think outside of 

the visual spectrum  
 
Lang Acquisition (English) 

• Description (narrative) of the 
illustrated part of ‘The 
Invention of Hugo Cabret’. 

• The inferences that could be 
drawn when writers use 
sensorial verbs of specific 
verbs. 

• The role of word choice when 
narrating  

 
Which subject-specific language 
or terminology did students 
have to acquire and use? 
Arts 
Abstract  
Balance  
Composition  
Contour  
Darken  

Arts 

• Students will 
communicate a 
world of senses to 
visually/hearing-
impaired 
individuals 

• Communicate how 
they were being 
mindful about 
material use (using 
materials 
depending on what 
they wanted to 
communicate) 

 
Lang Acquisition 
(English) 

• Students should be 
able to explain and 
justify the choices 
of materials and 
the meaning they 
attempted to 
convey through 
their work 

• Students should be 
able to articulate 

Arts and Language 

Acquisition (English): 

Students should be able to 

present their artwork and 

state a rationale for the 

following: 

• The setting it 

represents  

• What happens in 

the setting  

• The different steps 

in the process 

• A justification on 

the materials 

chosen  

• The sensations or 

experiences they 

wanted to create 

with the materials  

• Their awareness of 

how each of the 

subjects involved 

in the IDU 

supported each 

other.  



Depth  
Dim  
Discrete  
Distribute  
Draft  
Draw   
Highlight  
Neutral  
Noticeable   
Outline   
Realistic  
Relief  
Resemblance  
Shade  
Shadow  
Texture  
Thickness  
Visible  
  
Lang Acquisition (English) 

• Audience  

• Context  

• Word choice  

• Perspective  

• Point of view  

• Noun  

• Adjective  

• Verb  

• Abstract  

• Concept  

• Article  

• Adjectives to describe smells 
• Adjectives to describe noises 
• Personality traits  
• Verbs to describe ways of 

seeing  
• Verbs to describe ways of 

moving  

 

the way in which 
they adapted the 
setting they were 
assigned into the 
product they 
created  

 

 

 



D When undertaking units of 
interdisciplinary learning, 
students will engage in a 
process of ongoing 
reflection and evaluation of 
the role of disciplines, 
weighing their relative 
contributions and assessing 
their strengths and 
limitations in specific 
interdisciplinary 
applications. 
Students will also explore 
various areas of knowledge 
and ways of knowing, 
considering their own ability 
to construct understanding 
across disciplinary 
boundaries. 

Were there checkpoints in the 
teaching/learning process in 
which teachers stopped to 
reflect? If so, How? 
Arts 

• Ensuring that students 
understood aspects of space 

• Ensuring that students 
understood the outcome of 
using specific materials  

• Helping students make a 
decision or improve a choice 
when little or no reflection on 
the process is observed   

 
Lang Acquisition (English) 

• Ensuring that students 
remembered the key 
vocabulary  

• Providing a variety of examples 
in order to make sure students 
were establishing connections.  

• Utilizing situations in the book 
(The invention of Hugo Cabret) 
as often as possible in order 
for students to express 
conceptual understandings 
they were developing. 

• Writing with a sense of 
audience- teacher would give 
feedback to students on their 
notebooks. 

 
How were teachers in the 
subjects involved engaging 
students in reflecting on the 
contributions each subject was 
making to the statement of 
inquiry? 

Arts 

• Be able to reflect 

on the art creation 

process (from the 

choice of materials, 

to the challenges 

they faced, how 

they solved them, 

etc) 

 

 
Lang Acquisition 
(English) 

• Recall and reflect 
on decisions make 
during the learning 
process 

• Make and speak 
about explicit 
connections with 
the IB LP 

Arts and Language 

Acquisition (English): 

• After finalizing their 

products, students 

will write a product 

report/reflection in 

which they will 

summarize their 

conceptual 

understandings for 

the concepts 

addressed in the 

unit, and in which 

they will reflect on 

the learning 

process 

• Students will 

highlight attributes 

of the IB LP that 

they practiced or 

extended 

• Students will 

include new 

knowledge that 

they have acquired  

 



Arts teacher attended a few English 
sessions and led several activities 
there.  
 
Lang Acquisition (English) teacher 
participated in several activities that 
took place in the arts class and 
supported in helping students make 
connections.  
 
These interventions helped students 
understand that the ideas they were 
discussing were relevant to both 
classes.  
 

What can each subject say about 
how students were exploring 
other areas of knowledge in 
each discipline? 
Arts 
Students were working far more 
independently because they had the 
information they needed to work on 
their product. The discussions they 
had were based on their 
understanding of the book they had 
read. 
 
Lang Acquisition (English) 
Students were able to make 
connections between the language we 
were studying, and the artwork they 
were producing. Students found value 
in learning sensorial vocabulary when 
they began to describe the experience 
they wanted their audience to have 
with their artwork. 
Students were using this unit 
vocabulary with a strong sense of 
meaning awareness.   



 

 
 


