
Qingdao Amerasia International School 

MYP 1 IDU Visual Arts and Language Acquisition 

Planning calendar 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  
Feb 5 
UNIT was launched  
Lang Acq introduced 
 

6 
Students unpacked the 
idea of the two kinds of 
audiences we would 
work with: visually 
impaired, and hearing 
impaired. 
Students shared what 
writers and illustrators 
need to take into 
account when producing 
literature for them. 

7 
Students were 
introduced to the key 
vocabulary that 
established connections 
with mathematics and 
with the arts. 
 
Concepts addressed: 
meaning  

8 
Ms Cecilia participated 
as a guest speaker and 
shared her creative 
process as an illustrator, 
and helped students see 
how illustration 
communicated ideas, 
unlike drawings. 
Concepts addressed: 
message, 
communication  

9 
Students began reading 
‘The Invention of Hugo 
Cabret’ and write a story 
from the illustrations. 
This story will eventually 
become an audiobook 
for the hearing impaired.    
Concepts addressed: 
meaning, context, 
message 

26 
Students worked on 
vocabulary (verbs) 
related to movement, 
viewing, and talking. 
They began to inquire 
into the ways in which 
these verbs help us 
make inferences. 
 
Concepts addressed: 
meaning, inferenc   
 
 

27 
Key concepts were 
explicitly introduced and 
unpacked: creativity, 
audience, word choice, 
message. 
Students created 
connections between 
the meaning and 
relevance of the 
concepts and the 
reasons why they had 
been chosen for the 
unit.  
Concepts addressed: 
creativity, audience, 

28 
Students expanded the 
vocabulary (verbs) for 
descriptions. Verbs for 
sounds were introduced. 
Students listened to a 
portion of ‘The Invention 
of Hugo Cabret’ 
audiobook, and 
identified sounds and 
incidental noises that 
were included. Students 
referred to the 
vocabulary that was 
introduced today. 
 

March 1 
To what extent is the 
message in a mute 
movie clear to viewers?  
Students will watch an 
excerpt of ‘The Artist’ 
and will debate a series 
of questions.  
 
Concepts addressed: 
meaning, message  

2 
Students will finalize 
their artwork sketches in 
order to be ready to 
begin working on the 
scenarios they will 
create for the hearing 
impaired.  
 
 
Concepts addressed: 
meaning, setting,  



word choice, message Concepts addressed: 
meaning, message, 
word choice 

5 
English: Students used 
this class for personal 
reading (finish the book) 
and for participating in a 
formative assessment 
about the chronology of 
the story: organizing 
events on a timeline. 
 
Concepts addressed: 

6 
Arts- grade 6 students, 
in their teams explained 
their plan to grade 7. 
Grade 7 students 
offered feedback and 
suggestions. 
 
English- students 
participated in an 
activity in which they 
had to use verbs of 
motion and follow 
instructions. This activity 
helped students 
understand sense of 
space. 
 
Concepts addressed: 
message, setting, 
meaning, space and 
time 

7 
English- Students 
responded to a series of 
contexts in which 
sensorial vocabulary or 
verbs of 
motion/sight/touching 
were used incorrectly. 
Students improved the 
style of a paragraph. 
Students  
 
Concepts addressed: 
meaning, context, 
style, word choice 

8 
In Arts and English, 
students continued to 
work on the setting they 
were designing. 
In arts they worked on 
the product for the 
hearing-impaired 
(model), and in 
Language they 
continued to produce 
the script for their 
audiobook. 
Students-initiated 
inquiries included 'what 
if' situations about the 
limitation of our senses   
 
Concepts addressed: 
setting, meaning 

9 

12 
Arts 
 
English  
Students continued 
working on the 
description of the setting 
they selected.  

13 
 
English  
Reading day  
A selection of excerpts 
in the novel were 
chosen in order to carry 
out setting study. 

14 
 
English  
Designing realistic 
characters by means of 
personality traits. Use 
images from the Grand 
Budapest Hotel. 

15 
 
English  
Describing what you feel 
without saying what it is. 
Students participated in 
an activity in which they 
were blind folded. They 

16 
No Class 



Students considered a 
sensorial approach for 
writing detailed 
descriptions of their 
settings. Students 
started by indicating 
what they could see, 
what they could touch, 
what they could hear, 
what they could smell.   
 
Concepts addressed: 
sense of space, 
message, word choice  
 

Students read the text 
or looked at the images 
in the excerpts selected 
and used a series of 
guiding questions to 
exchange views on the 
meaning of the excerpt.  
As a class, students 
exchanged summaries 
of the work they 
conducted in small 
groups. 
Concepts addressed: 
meaning, inference 

 
Le corps exquis: 
describing a setting from 
a specific view to a 
broader perspective.   
 
 
Concepts addressed: 
personality traits, 
perspective 

were asked to put their 
hands behind their 
backs and feel the 
object that was put or 
passed through their 
palms.  
The idea was for 
students to practice 
adjectives to describe 
textures and describe 
the object they touched 
without saying what it 
was. 
 
The rest of the class 
students will continue 
working on their writing. 
 
Concepts addressed: 
word choice 

19 
 
English  
Writing day  
Students used the list of 
adjectives to describe 
smells, textures, sound, 
as well as verbs of 
movement to describe 
the scene they are 
currently working on. 
Students utilized their 
checklist in order to 

20 
 
English  
 
Part 1- students will 
write the description for 
a setting from 
REZOOM. 
Students' writings will be 
displayed on the wall, 
and students will be 
asked to read the 
descriptions and then 

21 
 
English  
Feedback day 
Students received 
feedback on their written 
productions and took 
action on the 
suggestions that were 
made. 
Feedback focused on 
word choice, 
message, clarity of 

22 
 
As of this session, 
students will be working 
at the arts workshop 
developing their 
product. 
 
Chris and Rafael will 
collaborate to supervise 
students work, and to 
support meaningful 
engagement.   

23 
 
Students work on their 
product. 



assess the progress of 
their work. 
Concepts addressed: 
word choice, setting  

look at the whole 
collection of images and 
identify the one that was 
described. There are 
some pictures which are 
very similar, so students 
will have to look at the 
nuances. 
 
Part 2- students will be 
given an image from the 
book Tuesday. Students 
will prepare a 
description of what is 
happening in the 
picture. 
Students will share  their 
descriptions and, after 
listening to all of them, 
they will sequence the 
events in the story by 
justifying their choices. 
 
Concepts addressed: 
perspective, setting, 
storyline   
 

ideas, and  
organization. 
 

26 
How a blind mother 

uses Facebook  

 
 
 

27 
Reading: blind 

photographers  

 

28 
Students work on their 
product. 
 

29 
Students work on their 
product. 
 

30 
Students work on their 
product. 
 



 

April 2 
Students work on their 
product. 
 
 

3 
Students work on their 
product. 
 

4 
Students work on their 
product. 
 

5 
Students work on their 
product. 
 

6 
Students work on their 
product. 
 

9 
Students work on their 
product. 
 

10 
Students work on their 
product. 
 

11 
Students finalize their 
product. 
 

12 
Students prepare their 
IDU product report. 
 

13 
Students reflect as a 
group on the IDU 
experience.  

 


