
Concept-Based Foreign Language Instruction 
Getting students to understand concepts 

© J. Rafael Angel, 2017 

Concept-Based Learning experiences with Zoom / ReZoom 
 
The learning engagements in this document are based on the books Zoom 
and Re-zoom by Istvan Banyai. 
 

 
 
Goals 

• To build communication and problem solving skills. 
• To understand and develop perspective taking. 
• To build visual literacy skills. 

 
Some of the generalizations that may be considered while implementing 
these learning engagements could be: 

• Viewers employ information in stimuli in order to produce inferences 
and to make meaning. 

• Viewers infer about the meaning of a text by studying and analyzing all 
components of the stimulus. 

• Viewers make connections among all the elements in a text as they 
prepare their responses.  

• Viewers choose relevant vocabulary considering the context created in 
a stimulus, as well as its message. 

• Authors purposely leave gaps, ambiguities, and problems to allow 
readers to create their own meaning.  

• Building on observations and thinking of others helps viewers to find 
own meaning.  

• Hearing differing viewpoints can help listeners enrich their 
perspectives.  

• Participating in group discussions helps learners clarify values by 
comparing and contrasting my thinking with that of others.  
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Strategy 1: Scavenger hunt 
Concept: Connections 
Students will need a device with a QR code scanner. Internet must be 
available at the venue where the activity takes place. 

1. Take pictures of each of the images in the book. 
2. Upload each of the images to a repository on the cloud (googledrive, 

icloud). Ensure that access is granted to all viewers. 
3. Produce a QR code for each image. 
4. Stick the QR codes at different points in an open venue. 
5. Ask students to take a device with a QR Code scanner, a notebook, 

and a pen to take notes with. 
6. Students will move around, scanning the QR Codes, and taking notes 

on what they see. 
7. A student will finish the task once s/he is able to establish a connection 

with at least 7 images. 
8. Students may share in small groups or as a whole class. 

 
You will enjoy seeing the different images students used to make 
connections.  
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Strategy 2: From the point of view of 
Concept: Perspective 
Students may share a copy or either Zoom or Re-Zoom, depending on the 
illustration teacher chooses.   
 
Ensure that the sequences you choose allow students to understand that 
what speakers are able to tell about a context depends on what they see. 

   e.g.   
1. Distribute books. 
2. Ask students to turn to the page(s) that you have selected. 
3. Ask students to write from the perspective of one of the characters that 

appear in the illustration they were assigned. 
For example, a student who may have been given the image on the left 
could write from the perspective of the woman who is looking at the man; 
or describe the point of focus of the man, showing or not showing 
awareness of the woman. If another student is given the illustration on the 
right, s/he may write about the perspective of the film director and how he 
needs to keep in mind everything that happens in the studio.    
4. Students can then work in pairs and discuss whether the observations 

in the close up (left) make sense in the broader picture (right). 
This strategy may be even more insightful if students work in groups of 3 or 4.  
Students can also be asked to merge their productions and create a piece of 
narrative writing in which they describe what is happening in the context 
depicted in the images. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


