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Lesson 
PlanUnit 1: Inquiry 1

Stage Goal Task and resource(s)
Investigate the concept of sound to help 
students become familiar with the sound 
system in Spanish.  

G1: Some languages use phonetic systems 
with a variety of sounds needed to structure 
words and meaning.

Use this video: https://youtu.be/ldqdaWl6Avk. 
Ask students to focus on sounds they recognize and new 
sounds.  
At the end of the video, ask students to answer the following 
questions. 
• What sounds exist in Spanish but not in your home 

language? 
• What sounds or sound combinations are different between 

Spanish and English and your home language?  
Allow students to write notes on their findings for these two 
questions.

Investigate the relationship between sounds 
and symbols (letters). 

G1: (Cont) Some languages use phonetic 
systems with a variety of sounds needed to 
structure words and meaning. 

G2: Languages use phonetic systems to 
articulate the relationship between sounds, 
symbols and letters.

Review the Spanish language sound system. Follow the order 
of the letters of the alphabet. 
Ask students to read the greetings on page 4 and share the 
meaning of the words. Students should be able to read the 
name of the numbers too. 

Indicate that now they will learn the name of the letters. Inform 
students that some countries pronounce sounds differently. Tell 
them they will find those differences. 
Use the links in the book (page 4) different sounds. Latin-
American sounds: https://tinyurl.com/r78wy7s 
Castilian sounds: https://tinyurl.com/tvcg7mp 

Ask students to answer these questions: 
• What sounds do Latin American and Castilian speakers of 

Spanish pronounce differently?  
• What do sounds inform us about a person’s background?  

Assess students comprehension of G2: 
G2: Languages use phonetic systems to 
articulate the relationship between sounds, 
symbols and letters.

Inform students that you will spell a series of Spanish speaking 
countries.  
Ask students to write the letters they hear in the order that you 
mention. 
Add other countries relevant to students. Check task at the 
end. 
Conclude by asking students to answer the following 
questions: 
• What can happen if we do not sound a letter when we read 

words in Spanish? 
• How is spelling words in Spanish different from your home 

language or English? 

1
Notice that we are not telling 

students the answers. We curated 
information that will help them investigate 
and find the answers.

2
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Lesson 
PlanUnit 1: Inquiry 2

Stage Goal Task and resource(s)
Investigate the relationship between 
questions and responses when sharing 
personal information. 

G3: Key words in questions prompt listeners 
about the information they need to convey.

Review the Spanish language sound system, and the names of 
the letters of the alphabet. 

Inform students that they will investigate the key words in 
questions that help us decide what information to use to 
respond. 
Create a grid of 3 columns and 6 rows. Assign a column to 
each of the characters on page 6. see 

Write the following questions, in the rows on the left (one 
question per row): 
¿Cómo te llamas?
¿Cuántos años tienes?  
¿Cómo se llama tu escuela? 
¿Dónde está tu escuela?
¿Qué lugares especiales tiene tu escuela?
¿Qué lugares especiales hay en tu escuela?

Guide students to use the information on the table to produce 
questions and answers.  
After practicing, ask students to answer these IQ.   
• What are the key words in each question? 
• How is the structure of the questions and answers with 

“tiene” and “hay” different ?

Continue your investigation of the relationship 
between questions and responses when 
sharing personal information. 

G3: Key words in questions prompt listeners 
about the information they need to convey.

Teach a few adjectives from the vocabulary box on page 3. 
Select adjectives that may express opinions about a school. 

Inform students that they will continue practicing questions and 
answers. Ask students to pay attention to the key words in the 
questions so that they provide the appropriate response.  

Use  
  
Ask students to observe question 3, which we can use to ask 
for opinions. 
  
Review IQ in 

1
Notice that we are not telling 

students the answers. We curated 
information that will help them investigate 
and find the answers.

2
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Lesson 
PlanUnit 1: Inquiry 3

Stage Goal Task and resource(s)
Review the relationship between questions 
and responses when sharing personal 
information. 

G3: Key words in questions prompt 
listeners about the information they need to 
convey.

Review the key words that signal which information we need to 
provide in our responses.    
Quiz students on the way certain letters sound in Spanish in 
order to motivate them to read. 
Invite students to focus on the interaction on page 5. Ask 
students to read the interaction silently first, and then read the 
conversation aloud for them. Emphasize difficult sounds for 
your students.  
Ask students to replace key information in the text with 
personal details and practice in pairs.  

Ask students to reproduce the conversation in pairs. 

Review these IQ: 
• What sounds exist in Spanish but not in your home 

language? 
• What sounds or sound combinations are different between 

Spanish and English and your home language? 

Investigate the following inquiry question: 
¿Cómo está organizada tu escuela? 

This inquiry begins to address the overarching 
generalization (SoI) 

OG: The attitudes, values and culture of 
organizations determine their relationships 
(Las actitudes, valores y cultura de las 
organizaciones determinan sus relaciones.)

Inform students that they will be investigating the how schools 
are organized. Mention inquiry question. 
 
Ask students to focus on the multimodal text on page 5. 
Mention sentences about the places in the school using “hay”. 
En esta escuela hay una bibliioteca. 
En esta escuela hay un gimnasio. 
En esta escuela hay un laboratorio. 

Bring students’ attention to their own school and mention 
similar questions about their school. 
Ask students to think about another school in their city that they 
are familiar with, and to share statements about the places 
there. 
Ask students to answer this question: 
• ¿La organización de las escuelas es similar o diferente? 

Continue your investigation of the inquiry 
question.

Use the activity on page 7 of the book. Ask students to work in 
groups of 3 and follow the instructions.  Pre-teach vocabulary if 
needed. 

At the end of the lesson help students to articulate sentences 
using this starter: Las escuelas tienen organización diferente 
porque tienen espacio / dinero / etc. 

Teach students the names of the iconographic elements that 
they can see in the text: icon, vector, logo, different shapes, 
colores, fonts, etc.

1

Notice that we are not telling 
students the answers. We curated 
information that will help them investigate 
and find the answers.

2

3
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Lesson 
PlanUnit 1: Inquiry 4

Stage Goal Task and resource(s)
This inquiry continues to address the 
overarching generalization (SoI) 

OG:The attitudes, values and culture of 
organizations determine their relationships 
(Las actitudes, valores y cultura de las 
organizaciones determinan sus relaciones.) 

Review G3 through this inquiry: 
G3: Key words in questions prompt 
listeners about the information they need to 
convey.

Review the key words that signal which information we need to 
provide in our responses.    
Use the resource in which students had to pretend to be one of 
the characters to review the questions and answers. 

Review the name of the places in the school. 

Use the adjectives in the vocabulary box on page 3 to describe 
places in the school. 

Bring students’ attention to the text on page 6. 
Allow students to read the text silently first and then read it 
aloud for them to model pronunciation. 

EXTENSION: Use             if you would like to add oral practice 
so that students rehearse questions and answers using their 
own information.

Continue to review G3 through this inquiry: 
G3: Key words in questions prompt listeners 
about the information they need to convey. 

OG: The attitudes, values and culture of 
organizations determine their relationships 
(Las actitudes, valores y cultura de las 
organizaciones determinan sus relaciones.)

Clarify any questions students may have regarding the meaning 
and use of “es”, “tiene” and “hay”. 
Ask students to answer the questions for the activity “¿Cómo 
es tu escuela?”  
Check the accuracy of their responses.  
Ask students to answer these questions: 
• What words and structures can we use to talk about life at 

school? (Hint “opiino que + adjectives”  if needed) 
•  What vocabulary can we use to describe the organization 

of a school? (Hint “tiene” and “hay” if needed) 
(These questions are part of the inquiry question box and 
were altered to be meaningful at this point in the unit)

Investigate the structure of a type of 
comparative sentences in Spanish. 
G4: Languages use connectors to 
structure sentences logically and to compare 
items.

Bring students attention to the sentence examples of the task 
“Comparaciones de escuelas” on page 6. 
Ask students to read the sentence pattern provided as an 
example. Ask them to pay attention to the structure of the 
sentence. 
Ask students to answer what they see in the sentences that 
use “pero” as a connector. Ask students to complete this task.

1

Notice that we are not telling 
students the answers. We curated 
information that will help them investigate 
and find the answers.

2

3
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Lesson 
PlanUnit 1: Inquiry 5

Stage Goal Task and resource(s)
This inquiry continues to address the 
overarching generalization (SoI) 

OG: The attitudes, values and culture of 
organizations determine their relationships 
(Las actitudes, valores y cultura de las 
organizaciones determinan sus relaciones.) 

 

Review the vocabulary related to school spaces and its 
organization. Use these questions to review: 
• What words and structures can we use to talk about life at 

school? 
•  What vocabulary can we use to describe the organization 

of a school? 

Show students the following items and ask them to state show 
with their thumbs whether they like them: 
-  long recess (recesos largos) 
- strict rules (reglas estrictas) 
- pleasant atmosphere (atmósfera agradable) 
- excellent teachers (maestros excelentes) 
- green areas (áreas verdes) 
- a good canteen (una cafeteria buena) 
 
Share with students that these are some items that can help 
students to develop relationships with a school. Bring their 
attention to the adjectives used and mention that we use 
adjectives to describe objects, places, or situations, and that 
we will use them to describe our relationships with school.   
  

This stage of the inquiry continues to address 
the OG: 

OG: The attitudes, values and culture of 
organizations determine their relationships 
(Las actitudes, valores y cultura de las 
organizaciones determinan sus relaciones.) 

Investigate how schools are organized, and 
which activities are common in them? 

The learning on this stage should help 
students answer these IQ: 
¿Cómo está organizada tu escuela? 
¿Qué actividades son comunes en tu 
escuela? 

Inform students that they will investigate about the different 
subjects that schools offer. Use this question to frame the 
inquiry: 
- What do we learn about schools when we find out what 
students learn there? (¿De qué manera las asignaturas y las 
actividades distinguen a las escuelas?) 
Mention the subjects that are studied in students’ school. Help 
them to figure out the name of the subject by also mentioning 
who their teachers are. Write the names of the subjects in a 
place that is visible for students. 
Ask students to mention the subjects that are offered in: 
a) a religious school 
b) a military school  
c) a public school  
d) a boys-only or girls-only school  

Bring students attention to the text on page 9. Review the 
numbers by reading out loud information about classes and 
their times.   Answer the comprehension questions.

Investigate the structure of a type of 
comparative sentences in Spanish. 
G4: Language use connectors to structure 
sentences logically to compare items.

Bring students attention to the sentence examples of the task 
“Mi horario de clase”. 
Ask students to pay attention to the structure and to answer 
what differences they see in the structure of the sentences.  
Once they understand the pattern, ask them to complete it.

1

Notice that we are not telling 
students the answers. We curated 
information that will help them investigate 
and find the answers.

2

3
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Lesson 
PlanUnit 1: Inquiry 6

Stage Goal Task and resource(s)
This inquiry continues to address the 
overarching generalization (SoI) 

OG: The attitudes, values and culture of 
organizations determine their relationships 
(Las actitudes, valores y cultura de las 
organizaciones determinan sus relaciones.) 

Investigate the type of words that we can use 
to describe our nature and our relationship 
with other people. 

 

Ask students to recall the role of adjectives in the last inquiry. 
Ask students to name some of the adjectives they remember. 
Bring students’ attention to the 10 attributes of the IB LP and 
support them to learn the attributes in Spanish. 

Elicit sentence about their teachers or classmates using the IB 
LP attributes and the verb “ser”. Share the following sentence 
as a model. 
- El profesor López es solidario. 

Ask students whether these examples with the IB LP attributes 
reveal aspects about the relationships in a school. 

Ask students to answer this question: 
• What do using positive or negative adjectives to describe 

people tell us about the relationships in a school?   
 

This stage of the inquiry continues to address 
the OG: 

OG: The attitudes, values and culture of 
organizations determine their relationships 
(Las actitudes, valores y cultura de las 
organizaciones determinan sus relaciones.) 

Investigate the relationship among the 
iconographic and communication elements 
that are used in texts.

Rewiew or re-teach the names of the iconographic and 
communication elements that are used in texts: icons, vectors, 
logos, colors, fonts, etc.  
Draw students attention to the texts on page 10 and 11 and 
ask them to identify the different iconographic elements in the 
texts. 
Talk students through the relationship among the elements 
using language that is accessible (consider cognates). For 
example: el tamaño grande es importante. El contraste es 
importante. 
Teach students the names of the three most common purposes 
of communication: informar, persuadir, entretener. 
Guide students to understand the purpose of a website, and 
the type of website the text on page 10 is. Use accessible 
language (consider cognates) such as: el sitio web es 
informativo. 

Ask students to answer the comprehension questions about 
the text. Mention that this is the type of questions they will 
answer in strand ii for criteria A and B. 

Investigate the relationship among the 
iconographic and communication elements 
that are used in texts.

Guide students through the text on page 11. Read with them 
the statements about Eric. Ask them to notice the IB LP 
attributes. Ask  them to find the relationship among the ideas 
and decide whether most people in the school has a good 
relationship with Eric. Answer the questions.  
Ask students to answer the following question to conclude: 
• How do iconographic elements add meaning to a text? 

1

Notice that we are not telling 
students the answers. We curated 
information that will help them investigate 
and find the answers.

2

3
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Lesson 
PlanUnit 1: Inquiry 7

Stage Goal Task and resource(s)
This inquiry continues to address the 
overarching generalization (SoI) 

OG: The attitudes, values and culture of 
organizations determine their relationships 
(Las actitudes, valores y cultura de las 
organizaciones determinan sus relaciones.) 

Investigate the type of words that we can use 
to describe our nature and our relationship 
with other people. 

 

Ask students to recall the role of adjectives in the last inquiries. 
Ask students to name some of the adjectives they remember. 
Prompt students with the 10 attributes of the IB LP and ask 
them to mention adjectives that may be related to each 
attribute.    

Elicit sentence about student’s teachers or classmates using 
the IB LP attributes and the verb “ser”. Share the following 
sentence as a model. 
- El profesor López es solidario. 

Inform students that now they will practice asking questions 
about someone else. Invite them to pay attention to how 
questions and answers change if we compare them to the ones 
people use to ask about us.  Use 

Ask students to answer this question: 
• What connection do you see between the questions and 

answers when we ask about someone else?   
 

This stage of the inquiry continues to address 
the OG: 

OG: The attitudes, values and culture of 
organizations determine their relationships 
(Las actitudes, valores y cultura de las 
organizaciones determinan sus relaciones.) 

Investigate the relationship among the 
iconographic and communication elements 
that are used in texts.

Review the meaning of adjectives.   
Work on semantic groups to help students group adjectives 
according to their meaning considering adjectives that we’d use 
to describe positive relationships in a school, and those we’d 
use to describe relationships which are not so positive.  
Organize adjectives in these two categories.  

Remind students how we can use “es + adjectives” to describe 
people and places. Give some examples. 

Inform students that they will look at the relationship some 
people have with their schools. Inform students that we will use 
people’s opinions to infer.  

Use  

Review the relationship between questions and answers by 
asking students to answer the question on the resource.

Guiding students to formulate sentences about 
the relationship in a school.

Inform students that they will use the information in 
to write sentences about the type of relationships  
people may have in those schools.  
You may consider these examples as patterns: 
Campo Verde es una escuela buena porque los estudiantes 
opinan que es moderna. 
Campo Verde es una escuela buena porque el receso es largo. 

1

Notice that we are not telling 
students the answers. We curated 
information that will help them investigate 
and find the answers.

2
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